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THE STORY OF TWO SURVIVING COLONIAL CHURCHES 


IN THE OLDE COUNTY OF NANSEMOND AND 
A CEMETERY FORGOTTEN, NOW RECLAIMED 


PART TWO 


The first Glebe in Nansemond county was granted 450 acres of 500 acres 18 August 
1637 to Percival Champion, also a Puritan, the son of a minister and believed to be a minister 
himself. In 1637 Champion built a parsonage, and remarried, to a woman named Mary, who 
arrived from England in 1637 to Jamestowne and on to New Norfolk, placing Percival 
Champion on the lands. By 1638 according to a land lease of Mathew Atkinson of 1637, 
bounding this tract a parsonage has been built and a church is being built on the glebe lands 
of Percival Champion, now Glebe point, along Glebe creek. Percival Champion owned land 
in Nutmeg Quarter in Denbigh Parish in Old Warwick county, now Newport News, and on 14 
June 1632 Champion’s first wife Jane and William Gallopin were indicted and found guilty 
for “murder & Concieling ye death of said child’, by way of Adultery, and hanged. Percival 
Champion removed himself from Denbigh Parish and moved to Nansemond county, at that 
time New Norfolk county, presumably to escape the scandal. (cont’d. page 4) 


MEET YOUR 
TREASURER 








ARTHUR R. ROBB, JR. 


Art was born in New Jersey, but grew up in 
Winston Salem, N.C. He graduated from High 
Point University in 1968. 
served in the United States Air Force, from January 
1969 through January 1973. 


After graduation he 


Art married Jean Wolf Robb in June 1973 
and moved to Suffolk. It was at that time he began 
his career with Frank E. Sheffer & Co. In 1976, he 
became a Certified Public Accountant and had a long 
extensive career with Frank E. Sheffer & Co. In 
December 2013, the firm moved from downtown 
Suffolk to its current location at [1426 Holland 
Road and in January 2014, the firm continued as 
Robb Scott Bradshaw & Rawls, PC. 


Art and Jean have three children and two 
grand children. Their oldest son, Raymond lives in 
Norfolk with his wife, Kaitlin and their children, 
Evan and Julia, Their middle son, Phillip lives in 
Charlottesville with his wife, Ann. The youngest, 
Laura lives with them tn Suffolk. 


For the past three years, Art has served as 
Treasurer on the Board of Directors of the Suffolk 


Nansemond Historical Society. 





LETTER FROM DIRECTOR 


Greetings M embers! 


This year seems to be rushing by. It 1s hard to 
belteve it 1s almost July, 


We fad such a great response to the guilt 
exfubit and we are thrilled with our new exhibit, 
Selling Suffolk-Then & Now. T/us ex/ibit features 
signage and memorabilia from past and present 
businesses located in old Nansemond County and/or 
Suffolk. I hope that you will stop by and take a 
look. 

As in the past, building membership 1s a 
priority at SINAS. 


membership, especially to those who are new to the 


We want to increase our 


Sutfolk area. If you are acquain ted with someone 
new to this area, please share information about the 
society with them. 


The SNHS Gift Shop 1s up and running in 
the Phillips-Dawson House. We have had many 
The gitt shop features books, 


publications, prints, peanuts and heirloom items. 


customers alread Ly. 


Everyone who has visited the gift shop has tound 


som ething to take home. 


Iam very excited about New York Times best 
sellng author, Kathleen Grissom speaking at our 
Fall Dessert Membership Meeting 1n October. 
Details of this event are in this newsletter. Her 
books, The Kitchen House and Glory Over 
Everything are available in limited quantities in the 
gift shop. Ether of these novels would make a great 
summer read. Furthermore, Kathleen wtll sign your 


copy while she 1s here! 


Afternoon Conversations Speaker Series, in 
conjunction with the Suffolk Public Library has been 
really good tlis year and we are looking forward to 


many more great speakers thro ugh out the yeat. 


Best regards, 
Kimberly Blair Greene 








HAPPENINGS AT HEADQUARTERS 
SELLING SUFFOLK-Then & Now 


Our current exhibit, SELLING SUFFOLK-Then & Now, is up and running. This exhibit 
features historic signage and memorabilia from local businesses of old Nansemond 
County and Suffolk. Most of the items featured are from SNHS collections and others 
are on loan from members of the community. If you have not had a chance to view this 


exhibit, this is one you will not want to miss. This exhibit will be on display until the 
end of August. 
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SNHS Gift Shop 


The gift shop is now open! The SNHS Gift Shop, located in 

# the downstairs of the Phillips-Dawson House, features publications, 

| book, prints, memorabilia and heirloom items. Please stop by 
during regular business hours to pick up your own special piece of 

™ history. We accept cash, check, Visa, MasterCard, American 


Express and Discover cards for your convenience. As 
quare 
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Renovations 


The last area in the downstairs of the Phillips-Dawson House has been renovated. 
The Butler's Pantry, which leads into our gift shop, was long overdue for refurbishment. 
We are pleased with the outcome and the work performed by George's Painting & 
Improvements. We look forward to sharing it with you. 


Special Collections 


This quarter we are featuring an Automatic Cast Iron 
Antique Sewing Machine. Produced by Foley And Williams 
Company of Chicago, dates from just before the turn of the 
2oth century. This smaller version of a sewing machine was 
only produced fora short period of time. The machine was 
marketed as a child’s machine and for family mending. We 
have featured this item in our current exhibit. 





THE STORY OF TWO SURVIVING COLONIAL CHURCHES 
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1625 - Library of Congress 


Since there is record of a minister prior to 1642 when the county was divided into 
three parishes by an Act of January 1639 which were identified as South, East, and West 
respectively, the Percival Champion glebe, parsonage, and suggested church were incorporated 
into the East parish, and it is assumed Percival Champion was the minister residing there. 

Nansemond county was an enclave of Puritan 
migration into the colony in the second and third 
quarter of the 17" c. In “The Lower Norfolk County 8%—~ 
Virginia Antiquary’”’, of Vol. I, the suggestion is made “san 
that possibly as early as 1635 a minister named 
“George White, a minister of the word of God” was 
present and ministered in private homes in both 
Upper and Lower parishes, and that he was paid by 
the Lower Parish in 1637. This corresponds to 
Percival Champion arriving and building the first 
parsonage on Glebe point in 1637. From the land 
records, hints of a church existing at Champion’s 
Glebe and Parsonage, are suggestive, although 


{mpermanent Architecture 143 


apocryphal, as it could mean that sermons were a7, 

carried out in the parsonage. It is also suggestive that Wey?/ 

a glebe and a parsonage with a minister would have a es 

church. The first East/Glebe church was described as __ 2x3, "gosrsion araving fine sntinary beginners’ house described inthe 1654 pampie formaion od 


with the addition of a timber chimney based on archaeological evidence from River Creek (see Appendix 2:23). (B) 


a wood frame structure on brick foundation, and racemes iedfor he pectin tu sate dk weap bug ty Coon 
traditionally on the glebe. However, the first ; 

parsonage and possible church were most likely post frame construction, with a second church 
construction possible. Native attack was still a concern by land travel. This concern continued 
due to the 18 April 1644 attack also ordered by Opechancanough killing almost 400. 
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1622 MASSACRE, English engraving by Theodor 


From the three parishes of 1642, George Mason in Colonial Churches of Tidewater Virginia, 
states “East Parish extended up the Nansemond river ten miles above its mouth, while the West 
Parish had a corresponding extent on the West-side of the river and included both shores of 
Chuckatuck Creek. By far the largest of the three parishes was the South Parish, which included 
the headwaters of the Nansemond River and the entire southern section of the county.” The first 
East Parish became known as the Lower Parish which church 1s stated in the records as on the 
Nansemond river, and was called the Glebe church, the first West church became known as the 
Chicocatuck/Chuckatuck Parish church and 1s understood to have stood partially under the present- 
day St. John’s church, and the first South Parish became known as the Upper Parish which church 
stood close to what is present day Reid’s ferry. 

The first official surviving record on the West-side of the Nansemond river is found in a land 
grant to George and Harvey Billingsley of Chuckatuck dated 28 October 1672 referencing a now 
lost earlier land grant from John Billingsley which reserved one and a half acre to “the parish 
Church of Chuckatuck for the erecting a church upon and for a burial place belonging to the said 
Parish forever”. The church construction was granted by governor Sir William Berkeley, the date 
is unknown, however, it must be dated sometime after governor Berkeley took office in 1642, 
historians have credited all three churches construction to an Act of 1643, however, this may not be 
correct of the first East/Glebe church. 

Archaeological evidence of the Chuckatuck church identified the foundations while digging a 
grave, including an archway tower foundation in 1940, the first Chuckatuck church was built of 
brick, and its remains were discovered at the West-end wall of the present St. John’s church. 
Remains of the second Chuckatuck church also of brick were discovered NNE of the present St. 
John’s church. On 15 November 1751 the Vestry met to begin the construction of the third brick 
church on this same site and completed 1 May 1756. In 1828 the standing churches were renamed 
with saints’ names and the Chuckatuck church became St. Johns. The Newport Parish church near 
Smithfield became St. Luke’s. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: John Cross, Author and Historical Researcher; Larry and Helen Todd, Co-Chairs 
of the Glebe Church Historical Committee; Lynn Rose, Historian-Greater Chuckatuck Historical Foundation; 
Richard Bennett Trust; Glebe Trust. SPECIAL APPRECIATION: Kermit Hobbs, Historian 
Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society; Kimberly Blair Greene, Executive Director SNHS. 
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Hazel was born in Nansemond County, 
the youngest of five children. Growing up she 
attended Whaleyville High School. 


Upon completion of her Bachelors of 
Science in Education at Radford College and 
her Masters of Education from William & 
Mary, Hazel started a teaching career at 
Chuckatuck High School. She would go on to 
teach at other schools in the area such as, 
Forest Glen High School and Nansemond 
Suffolk Academy. However, in 1994 upon her 
retirement she was at Nansemond River High 
School. 


Hazel has been married to Jimmie 
(pictured with her above) for 54 years. They 
have one daughter, Denise, who currently lives 
in Virginia Beach. They also have two 
grandchildren, Will and Molly. 


Hazel enjoys playing bridge, gardening, 
travel and volunteering at Riddick’s Folly and 
the Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society. 





MARK YOU CALENDARS 


October 8th, 2018 
6:00 pm 


Our Member’s Dessert Meeting in the 
fall will be an extra treat this year, as 
we welcome New York Times best sell- 
ing author, Kathleen Grissom, to the 
Philips Dawson House. Please make 
plans to join us 1n welcoming Kathleen 
to Suffolk for the first time. We ask 
that you bring a fabulous dessert to 
share with the membership. 


Kathleen will be speaking about her 
two novels, The Kitchen House, Glory 
over HKverything and her newest novel 
now in the works. She will also be 
signing books! 


Born and raised in 
Saskatchewan, Kathleen 
Grissom is now happily 
rooted in south-side 
Virginia, where she lives 
with her husband and 
their Bernese Mountain 
Dog/Australian Shepherd puppy Gloria. 





Authorof THE KITCHEN HOUSE 
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HOUSE £ EVERYTHING 





The Kitchen House and Glory Over 
Kverything are available in our gift 
shop. Pick up your copy today! 


PROJECT FUNDRAISE 


SNHS is asking for your help! 


We have had a substantial increase in attendance when it 
comes to our events, and tours of the facility have tripled 1n the 
past year. However, we are hindered in serving the community 
primarily due to the lack of appropriate parking. The parking 1s 
available, but the means with which to navigate to our building is 
hindered by a lack of visual comfort and safety. SNHS is 
convinced a substantial increase 1n traffic to our facility would 
occur, with the following proposal. 





With our property backing the city’s secondary public Sey sat ye More 
parking lot, we see great potential in an increase of attendance and W/qiaamees ss aiauey 
overall safety by the removal of the dilapidated 6ft. x 78ft. wood Beaaaame 

panel fence, pictured on the right, that backs our property line and 2agaaaiiey 5: 

is connected to the city’s secondary parking lot. Therefore, sag@eeeeummene 
replacing the fence line with a 4ft. black iron type fence 
containing a gate entrance. The fence standing today has been repaired numerous times to keep 
erect. Three large trees located along the fence line are currently dead and need to be removed 
due to safety issues and to install new fencing. 


- ki This photo of the property taken in 

/) = 1919, shows the original black iron, spiked 

i a BALE topped fence that once ran down the property 

ee be line. SNHS desires to return the fence line to 
i 4 its original state. 












The 52-year-old historic society desires 
= the downtown community to grow, prosper 
we... cee and most of all be safe, especially in the 
boundaries of our property. SNHS sincerely 
wants to see a change in downtown Suffolk and to be a part of that change. 


Please help us achieve this plan by donating to Project Fundraise. Without your help we will 
not be able to move forward. All proceeds designated for this purpose will be applied to this 
specific cause. You may send your tax deductible donation to 137 Bank St., Suffolk, VA 23434. 


ESTIMATE BREAKDOWN 


Installation of black aluminum spike top fence, including walk gate/ 
with hardware. Removal of old fence and brush. $2,638.00 


Removal of 3 dead trees and clean up. 450.00 
TOTAL $3,088.00 





Summer TideWATER 
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July 16-20 
9 00a - 3:00pm 


ATTENTION: Students from 
area middle schools will have the 
opportunity to attend FREE camp 

this summer! 


SCHEDULE 


Monday/Suffolk Art League-Journaling 
*Tuesday/Chippokes Plantation 
*Wednesday/Chesapeake Bay Canoeing 
*Thursday/Dismal Swamp 


Friday/Suffolk Art League-Journaling 


Lunch provided Mon. & Fri. 
*Bag lunch other days 





SPACE IS LIMITED! 
Please call 757-539-2781 


Sponsored by: 


Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 
Suffolk Art League 
Birdsong Trust 





Calendar of Events 


Afternoon Conversations 


SPEAKER SERIES 
LOCATION: 137 BANK ST. 


“FORT NORFOLK” by John Limberg 
July 11 @ 2:00-3:00 PM 

“HOG WILD” by Lynn Waltz 

August 8 @ 2:00-3:00 PM 


Sponsored by Suffolk Public Library & 
Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 


suffolkpubliclibrary.com 
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In conjunction with Suffolk Tourism, their 
Historic Downtown Narrated Bus Tour 
will now include periodic stops at the 
Phillips-Dawson House for house tours. 


In 2017 tours of the headquarters 
increased ten-fold over previous years, with 
visitors throughout the United States, 
Canada and France. 


You can sign up to take the tour yourself or 
tell a friend/family member that this 
historic tour is available. Please check 
their website for dates and availability 
throughout the year. 


https://www.visitsuffolkva.com 





MCKAY HOUSE 
133 BANK STREET 
SOLD 


We are happy to announce 
the sale of the property next door, 
known as the McKay House. 133 
Bank Street was part of the proper- 
ty gift from Gerard Dawson to the 
society. This house has sat empty 
for many years in was in need of 
some tender care. 


Odile Baderspach, a native of 
France, purchased the home and 
has already begun restorations to 
the property. She will open a 
French antique shop, which will 
feature French coffee and possibly 
pastries. This idea has been a long 
time dream for Odile and her plans 
are to open early in 2019. We wish 
her our best in her endeavors. 








ANNUAL SALE 


Every year in September we 
conduct an Annual Sale at the 
Phillips-Dawson House. This is an 
important fundraiser for the 
society. Throughout the year, you 
can drop of your tax deductible 


items at the  Phillips-Dawson 
House, so that they may be sold in 
the sale. 


Please call 757-539-2781 and 
make an appointment for drop-off. 


We thank all of you who 
have already made donations this 
year. 


Phillips-Dawson House 
Venue Rentals 


The Phillips-Dawson House is available for 
clubs, receptions, parties, meetings, speakers and 
even weddings. Our facility can accommodate up 
to 75 standing and 40 seated. Banquet-ware is 
available up to 40 and we have a full kitchen and 
bar area for your convenience. We have a tuned 
grand piano and plenty of room for other musical 
equipment. The back yard area can also be used for 
an outdoor event. Donations for rental use is ac- 
cepted during regular business hours. There are 
nominal fees for after hours use. We look forward 
to hosting your next special event, as you make 
your own history. 





Coming next Newsletter 


= Part III of our four-part series on: 


The Story of Two Surviving Colonial Churches 


= Kathleen Grissom at the Phillips-Dawson 


House. 


= YTouch-A-Truck at Suffolk Train Station. 


=> MORE Afternoon Conversations speakers! 





Suffolk-Nansemond 
Historical Society 
501(c)(3) Non-Profit 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Pretlow Henderson, President 


Stephanie Moore, Vice President 


Art Robb, Treasurer 


Tommy Arthur, Assistant Treasurer 


Hazel White, Secretary 
Kermit Hobbs, Historian 
Sandra Councill 
Kerry Holmes 
Steve Jackson 
Lee King 
Ralph Nahra 
Justin Sorensen 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


Kimberly Blair Greene 
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HOURS OF OPERATION 
Monday 9:00am-3:00pm 
Tuesday 9:00am-3:00pm 
Wednesday CLOSED 
Thursday 9:00am-3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-12:00pm 
Saturday CLOSED 
Sunday CLOSED 


Check out our webpage: 
suffolkhistory.org 

Like us on Facebook: 
Facebook.com/snvahistory 
Follow us on Twitter: 
twitter.com/SN VAhistory 
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